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University welcomes new Chancellor
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Professor Marie Bashir was officially welcomed as the University's seventeenth Chancellor at a ceremony in the Great Hall this evening, and used her first speech in her new role to make a strong commitment to defending the autonomy of the University. 

Professor Bashir, the Governor of New South Wales, entered the Hall at the rear of a procession of more than 40 dignitaries, one of the largest academic processions in the University's history.

In a wide ranging and emotional speech, she said it was a "singular privilege" to be called on to serve the University with which she has an association stretching back more than 50 years as a student and academic.

After acknowledging that Australian universities were operating in a competitive environment, Professor Bashir said: "I will do my utmost to be vigilant in defending as far as possible the genuine autonomy of the University." She said she wanted to foster an environment in which courageous debate would flourish.

The Vice-Chancellor, Professor Gavin Brown, said she was "an academic with a profound commitment to teaching and research, the core goals of any university".

Professor Bashir succeeded Justice Kim Santow as Chancellor in June and will serve for a period of four years. A graduate in medicine and surgery, she was a clinical professor of psychiatry in the Faculty of Medicine between 1993 and 2001.

