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	Professor Marie Bashir at Women's College


Professor Marie Bashir, the Governor of New South Wales and newly elected Chancellor of the University, has won one of two inaugural alumnae awards presented by the Women's College.
Professor Bashir, a resident at the college from 1950 to 1955 and a member of the College Council for more than thirty years, was presented with her award at a gala dinner also attended by the Governor of Queensland, Ms Quentin Bryce. Ms Bryce is a former principal of Women's College.

On a glittering night for the college, the young alumna award for under-35s was presented to financial specialist Sally Auld. Dr Auld is the only female senior interest rate strategist in Australian and New Zealand, with a brief including original fixed income research on the Australian and US interest rate markets, and advising fund managers, trading desks and corporates on managing investment risk.

She holds a bachelor of economics with first class honours and the University Medal from Sydney, and a doctorate in economics from Nuffield College, Oxford. She was at Women's College from 1990 to 1993.

The new alumnae awards aim to recognise the achievements and service of former college residents in their professions, the community, the arts, sport or family life, reflecting women's leadership, vision, creativity, innovation and initiative.

To mark the occasion, the college commissioned a sculpture which was unveiled in the Menzies Courtyard. Created in sandstone and bronze by sculptor, psychiatrist and Women's College alumna Margaret Sheridan, the sculpture reflects the ideals of the college and takes its title from the college motto, Together.

Ms Bryce, who was principal of the college for seven years before being appointed Governor of Queensland in 2003, also delivered the annual Louisa Macdonald Oration. She spoke about the value of the college to the University, but pointed out that a gender gap still exists which often deflates the expectations of talented women in higher education.
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